Benefits of Urban Forests

For policymakers and citizens to dedicate resources to their city’s trees, people need to recognize the value and
benefits of healthy urban forests. Well-funded urban forestry programs can be seen as an investment in one of the city’s
most important assets and a major contributor to the economic, social, environmental, and aesthetic standards of

A Vision for

excellence for the city.

Trees are important energy savers. According to a
U.S. Forest Service report, trees cover 28% of
residential areas in the United States, and the cooling
effect of this canopy means an annual savings of
almost $2 billion per year or about 5% of all energy
use in the United States.

Each urban tree cleans the air by removing up to 26
pounds of carbon dioxide and releasing about 13
pounds of oxygen every year. Leaves and twigs of a
mature tree capture up to 50 pounds of airborne dust
and dirt particles each year.

Trees reduce stormwater runoff by absorbing rainfall
and slowing its velocity. This reduces sediment
volume and erosion.

Urban trees provide food, shelter and nesting sites
for birds and other forms of wildlife and are essential
to the health of seasonal migrating flocks.

S E B
e

a5
i M

{ ta@ﬁgle and long-lasting way: e

TIImE

Well-cared for mature trees add 5-7% to the sale
price of a home. A tree-filled lot will sell for up to
15% more than a bare lot.

Trees stabilize neighborhoods, add character and
real estate value. Shaded sidewalks encourage
outdoor recreation and act as a deterrent against
crime.

Recent retail studies show that shoppers are willing
to drive further and pay up to 11% higher prices at
stores on tree-lined streets.

Trees make urban areas quieter, cooler and more
attractive to residents and visitors. They also can
shield unsightly areas from view.

Trees contribute to community pride and sense of
ownership. Involving volunteers in planting and
caring for trees increases civic involvement in
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Our Mission: The Florida Urban Forestry Council promotes sound urban forestry
policies and practices by educating citizens and communities throughout the state.
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The purpose of this strategic plan is to create a vision for
urban and community forestry in Florida, so that the
resources will be allocated resulting in optimal urban
forests for the benefit and enjoyment of Florida resi-
dents. Please keep the Florida Urban Forestry Council
informed of your progress. For more information on edu-
cational resources, Council membership, annual confer-
ence and awards programs, please contact:

Florida Urban Forestry Council

Post Office Box 547993

Orlando, FI 32854-7993

407.872.1738

Fax 407.872.6868

Fufc@aol.com

www.fufc.org
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A strategic plan developed for the benefit
of Florida and its communities by the
Florida Urban Forestry Council
in cooperation with the
Florida Division of Forestry.






