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Regional Forestry Work Groups – A Step in the 
Right Direction
Submitted by Eric Muecke - City of Tampa Parks and Recreation Urban Forestry Manager;
ISA-Arborist; SAF-CUCF; ISA-TRAQ; FUFC Board member

The Florida Urban Forestry Council’s (FUFC) 2026 
Urban Forestry Institute (UFI) conference has 
come and gone. However, the theme “Resilience, 
Resistance, and Recovery” continues on!
When building resilience, overcoming resistance, 
and advancing recovery, forming a regional 
municipal urban forestry work group is one step 
in the right direction. The Bay Area Regional 
Forestry (yes, B.A.R.F) group is a great example 
of a regional municipal team formed to advance 
urban forestry within their local area. BARF 
is feverishly consuming and spewing tree 
knowledge. 

A recent Bay Area Regional Forestry meeting 
was joined by Jeffery Eickwort, the Florida 
Forest Service’s State Entomologist. Jeff 
provides statewide assistance and training 
when identifying, evaluating, and managing 
forest and shade tree insects. This work involves 

coordinating forest insect surveys, prevention, 
and suppression programs across Florida. This 
particular meeting was an excellent opportunity 
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for the group to learn firsthand about 
what’s happening in the Bay Area and 
how to recognize early warning signs - 
especially after storm events.

BARF met at Fred Howard Park in 
Tarpon Springs. Fred Howard Park is 
155 acres of park and beach located 
on the Gulf in Tarpon Springs. This park 
provides homes to wildlife including 
eagles, gopher tortoises and fox 
squirrels. Jeff shared his expertise 
on beetle infestations following 
hurricanes.

In many cases, damage from hurricane 
winds is obvious and straightforward. 
Bent, broken or uprooted trees are 
immediately recognizable. However, 
sometimes wind damage is not 
immediately apparent. When stems 
bend and twist but do not break 
during a hurricane, it can cause 
hidden damage to the internal wood 
structures, including the vessels in the 
wood that carry water up from the 
roots. It is also possible for a tree to 
be partially uprooted and then settle 
back into place, leaving it with broken 
roots that no longer conduct water or 
provide structural support effectively. 
This hidden damage can lead to the 
decline and death of trees for months 
or even years.

Water damage from hurricanes is 
primarily due to flooding from rainfall 
and/or storm surge. Tree roots that are 
submerged for an extended period 
can suffocate and lose their ability 
to take up water. Symptoms are 
very similar to those found during a 
drought. They may include wilting or 
loss of leaves, branch dieback, and/
or death of the entire tree. Damage 
caused by prolonged water inundation 
can occur even when there is no 
standing water on the site. Saturated 
soil, and/or an elevated water table 
can remain hidden for an extended 
period. This phenomenon is known as 
“physiological drought.” Different tree 
species vary greatly in their ability to 
tolerate and survive these conditions. 
Along the coastline, flooding from 

storm surge can cause the same 
effects, but the salt in the sea water 
can cause additional long-term 
problems for tree species that are not 
well-adapted to high salinity in the soil 
and water. Another way that water 
from hurricanes can injure trees is “salt 
spray,” when droplets of sea water are 
blown inland by high winds, causing 
leaves or needles of salt-sensitive tree 
species to turn brown and fall off, 
especially on the side of the tree facing 
the coast. In most cases, the tree will 
sprout new leaves and recover with no 
long-term effects.

Long after the hurricane or tropical 
storm, pine bark beetles, particularly 
Ips pine engraver beetles (Ips 
Pini) and black turpentine beetles 
(Dendroctonus terebrans), feed in the 
inner bark of pines that are stressed, 
declining, or recently dead. As a result, 
they are likely to be more abundant 
in the months and years following 
a hurricane. They are not likely to 
infest healthy trees but can smell the 
odors given off by stressed trees even 
when they have no visible problems. 
Typical signs of attack are small 
clumps of resin on the bark (known as 
pitch tubes, where beetles tunnel in), 
reddish-brown boring dust, and rapid 
wilting of the needles.

Southern pine beetles (SPB) 
(Dendroctonus frontalis) are known 
to aggressively attack healthy 
trees during an outbreak, but SPB 
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outbreaks are not likely to become 
more abundant following hurricanes 
and never occur in South Florida. 
In Florida, southern pine beetle 
activity has historically been limited 
to the northern half of the state, 
corresponding to the natural range 
of loblolly pine (Pinus taeda). SPB has 
never been recorded south of a line 
extending approximately from Pasco 
County to Volusia County. Pine bark 
beetle infestations in South Florida 
involve ips pine engraver beetles 
and/or black turpentine beetle. So, if 
you are noticing pine mortality after 
storms, look for your secondary pests. 
One of the steps toward Resilience, 
Resistance, and Recovery! 

Guest speakers will be a welcome part 
of group meetings. Do you want to 
start a COOL regional municipal work 
group like BARF in your area? A FUFC 
Municipal Roundtable is a good place 
to start. Peer-to-peer seats at the table 
are reserved for municipal arborists, 
urban foresters, and the city teams 
who support them. It’s a place to share 
what works, compare notes, and leave 
each meeting with something you can 
actually use. For more information visit, 
https://fufc.org/municipal-roundtable/. 

(Information for this article was sourced 
from the Florida Forest Service Leaflets 1, 
2, 4, and 23. All leaflets were authored by 
Jeffery Eickwort, Florida Forest Service’s State 
Entomologist. As a bonus, all these leaflets 
and more are available here:
www.fdacs.gov/Forest-Wildfire/Our-Forests/
Forest-Health/Forest-Health-Publications)
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President’s Message
If you look at the work inside the Florida 
Urban Forestry Council (FUFC) right 
now, there’s a clear shift underway. 
For years, the FUFC has done a great 
job sharing knowledge. Conferences, 
webinars, and publications like this 
one have helped move urban forestry 
forward by connecting people to 
ideas. What we’re starting to see now 
is the next step. We’re moving from 
conversation to coordination.

Across this issue of The Council 
Quarterly, you’ll see examples of that 
shift taking shape.

The beginning of a Municipal 
Roundtable is creating a structured 
way for communities to connect, align, 
and share real-world challenges and 
solutions. As part of that effort, the 
development of Regional Forestry Work 
Groups is a move toward localized 
coordination. Groups are forming that 
will bring professionals together at a 
regional level to align efforts and share 
real-time insights.

At the same time, the Urban Forestry 
Exploration Camp reflects something 
just as important: building the next 
generation of professionals who will 
carry this work forward. The Urban 
Forestry Institute (UFI) continues to 
serve as a cornerstone of knowledge 
exchange, bringing together diverse 
perspectives and professionals to push 
the profession forward. This year, we 
had participants at UFI joining from 
places like the United Kingdom and 
New Jersey.

These aren’t isolated efforts. They’re 
part of a broader movement toward 
a more connected, more coordinated 
urban forestry community in Florida 
and beyond. That matters.

People are noticing the work 
happening here and leaning in to learn 
more. Urban forestry challenges aren’t 
isolated to Florida; they transcend 
boundaries and politics.

The challenges we face today, whether 
it’s development pressure, storm 
impacts, changing regulations, or long-
term canopy management, don’t exist 

in isolation. They require alignment 
between professionals, organizations, 
communities, and opportunities.

What we’re building, step by step, is a 
system where that alignment becomes 
easier. Where information flows more 
freely; where professionals are better 
connected; and where decisions 
are made with greater clarity and 
confidence. At the end of the day, urban 
forestry is about outcomes, healthier 
trees, stronger communities, and 
landscapes that continue to provide 
value over time.

Those outcomes don’t happen by 
chance. They are the result of informed 
decisions, consistent practices, and 
professionals who are committed—
and supported—to doing the work 
the right way. That’s what makes this 
community strong. It’s what makes the 
direction we’re heading so important. 
Strong urban forests don’t happen by 
accident. They happen when people 
decide the work matters—and work 
together to manage the resources well.

Cheers,

John Snow 
President, Florida Urban Forestry Council

Business-card size advertisement........ $75/yr.
Quarter page advertisement..................$115/yr.
Half-page advertisement.........................$225/yr.
Full page advertisement..........................$450/yr.

• • •

Submittal dates for advertisements 
and target distribution dates:
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	 Issue 2 – March 15 (April 15)
	 Issue 3 – June 15 (July 15)
	 Issue 4 – September 15 (October 15) 

• • •

To place an advertisement in The 
Council Quarterly, please contact 
info@fufc.org or order online at 
https://fufc.org/advertising/.
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Annual Rates
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Forest Friends Summer Camp: A Week-Long Urban 
Forestry Camp Adventure
Submitted by Elise Casey

The Forest Friends Summer Camp 
Guide provides experiences for upper 
elementary and middle school youth 
to explore the health and community 
benefits of urban trees, the importance 
of nature as part of our cities, and to 
introduce careers in forestry through 
fun experiences and guest forestry 
mentors. This youth education and 
workforce development program 
was developed and piloted in June 
2025, with a week-long, day-camp 
experience at Cuscawilla Nature 
Center in Alachua County, with a 
successful outcome, based on the 
camper surveys and parent comments. 

One parent wrote:  “I just wanted to 
take a moment to express my heartfelt 
thanks for the incredible experience 
you gave my girls … planting a tree, 
building a birdhouse, and counting the 
rings on a stump to learn a tree’s age—
they came home excited each day, full 
of stories, curiosity, and confidence … 
they’ve been teaching us all kinds of 
fun facts ever since!”

For Summer 2026 the Forest Friends 
Summer Camp Guide is actively being 
promoted statewide as an easy-to-
follow (and adaptable) guide to provide 

day campers with a new discovery 
adventure.

Two urban forestry camps will be held 
in 2026. First at Cuscawilla Nature 
Center in Alachua County, June 8–12, 
2026, followed by a 2nd camp at 
Nature’s Classroom in Hillsborough 
County, June 1–4, 2026. 

For more information, including how 
you can help promote a camp in your 
area or how your child can attend 
the Urban Forestry Camp in Alachua 

or Hillsborough County, contact 
Elise Cassie, Urban Forestry Camp 
Coordinator, at elise@editype.com

View the Forest Friends Summer Camp 
Guide at, https://fufc.org/kids-korner/ 

Download the Guide at, https://fufc.
org/downloads/Urban-Forestry-Camp-
Booklet.pdf

Urban Forestry Exploration Camp: 
Opening Doors for Youth
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If you would like to ‘stump 
the forester,’ see page 16

for information on 
submitting your question!

QUESTION: What is the FUFC 
Municipal Roundtable?

ANSWER: The FUFC Municipal 
Roundtable is a growing network of 
municipal arborists, urban foresters, 
and public-sector staff from across 
Florida who come together to share 
ideas, challenges, and practical 
solutions for managing community 
trees and urban forests.

The Roundtable was created to 
support municipal professionals who 
often work in small teams—and 
sometimes as a team of one. It offers 
a welcoming space to connect with 
peers who understand the realities of 
municipal work, from tree protection 

Stump The Forester

& policy, to storm response & recovery, 
urban forest management, planning, 
and public outreach.

What began as a simple idea — to 
coordinate the connections between 
municipal urban forest personnel, to 
help municipal staff learn from one 
another, and feel less isolated—has 
continued to grow through regional 
groups. Today, active groups are taking 
shape in Tampa Bay, Naples, and 
Jacksonville, with room for more to 
grow across the state.

Why does it matter? Because stronger 
peer connections lead to stronger 
local programs. The FUFC Municipal 
Roundtable helps communities by 

giving municipal staff a place to 
exchange lessons learned, talk through 
common issues, and carry back ideas 
that can make a real difference at 
home.

For anyone looking to get involved, the 
first step is easy: connect with FUFC 
and join the conversation. If your area 
does not yet have a regional group, 
your interest may be the seed that 
starts one. To learn more visit, https://
fufc.org/municipal-roundtable/.

Answer provided by Shannon Brewer 
– Field Operations Mgr, Tree Check Up, 

LLC; ISA-Arborist; CFM; FUFC Board 
member
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L E G AC Y  A R B O R I S T  S E RV I C E S
 A  d i v is io n  o f  N RP S  f o c u s ed  o n  P RO V ID IN G  I N N O V A T I V E  S O LU T IO N S  

F O R m a n a g i n g  t h e u rb a n  F o r es t .

Community Wildfire Plans/Mitigation

w w w . N R P S f o r e s t e r s . c o m

Our Team 

John Holzaepfel, CA, TRAQ 

( 3 5 2 ) 2 3 8 - 0 9 1 7

EriC hoyeR, Ca, rca, TRAQ, WRRQ 
( 8 6 3 ) 6 7 0 - 0 7 3 4

Charlie Marcus, Ca, TRAQ 

( 8 5 0 ) 5 7 0 - 5 9 6 3

STAN ROSENTHAL, TRAQ 
( 8 5 0 ) 5 0 8 - 6 7 7 1

     Jay Vogel, CA , WRRQ
  ( 3 5 2 ) 2 3 8 - 0 4 5 8

Creating A Legacy, Growing Your Future Since 1974 
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Olive Tree 
(Olea sp) (Olea europaea)Tree   Quarterof

the
Submitted by Joe Anderson - JEA Veg 
Mgt Spc; ISA-Arborist; FUFC Board 
member

BRIEF INTRO: The olive is a subtropical evergreen in the family Oleaceae. Florida 
is olive friendly. Though the olive won’t provide a commercial replacement 
for citrus, with the onset of citrus greening disease, it can provide a fruit tree 
alternative for ornamental landscapes, neighborhood food forest plantings, and 
other places looking to create diversity and curiosity.

Commercially, olive production in 
Florida is in its infancy, but there are 
indications of a promising future. Olive 
farming is expanding in Florida and 
Georgia. Central and northern Florida 
are more favorable to fruit production 
and higher yields. Olive trees can 
thrive under the Florida sun. Success 
depends on location, variety, and 
proper care. With regards to urban 
forestry, under the right conditions, 
the olive could be the right tree in the 
right place. Floridians can enjoy the 
ornamental beauty of a medium-sized, 
olive shade tree. In modern urban 
landscape, olive trees offer fruitful 
rewards with attractive features to 
include distinctively gnarled trunks, 
evergreen silvery-gray foliage, and 
moderate size. The olive tree is being 
planted by the urban forestry team in 
Jacksonville, FL. Compared to other 
fruit trees, olive trees are relatively 
pest-resistant, but high humidity can 
create a risk of fungus disease. Olive 
trees can be messy due to fallen fruit, 
leaves, pollen, and occasional oil drips, 
but the mess can be managed with 
proper care, placement, and planning. 
The main source of litter will be the 
dropping of mature fruit. The olives 
are high in oil which can stain patios, 
driveways, and other surfaces. They 
can create slippery conditions when 
crushed or wet. Fallen, decomposing 
fruit can produce a strong unpleasant 
odor on a hot humid day.

Olive trees thrive in sunny, well-
drained soils. Olive trees are hardy 
and can tolerate occasional frosts 
when temperatures remain above 20 
degrees F. Winter climate of central 
and northern Florida can provide the 
cooler temperatures needed to meet 
the trees’ chill hours for flowering and 

continues on page 9
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Tree of the Quarter, continued from page 12

fruiting. South Florida’s mild winters 
often fail to provide sufficient chill 
hours leading to poor or inconsistent 
fruit production. The Arbequina and 
Koromiko varieties are the most heat-
tolerant with lower chill requirements.

Pruning is important for maintaining 
a healthy structure and promoting air 
circulation and light penetration within 
the canopy.

Not all cultivars can cross-pollinate. 
Arbequina, Koroneiki, Frantoio, Fantoio, 
Coratina, and Picual varieties produce 
perfect flowers (both male and female 
parts. This enables them to reproduce 
through self-pollination, but cross-
pollination will generally produce 
higher and more consistent yield of 
fruit.

HABITAT: Thrives in hot coastal climate 
conditions. Olives are drought tolerant 
due to a sturdy, extensive, and robust 
root system. They prefer dry conditions. 
Olive trees grow best in well-drained, 
sandy soils and require full sun. They 
are well suited to central and northern 
Florida and perform best in USDA 
hardiness zones 8–10. Young trees may 
be vulnerable to frost. Olives grow best 
in a climate where the summer is long 
and hot, and the winter is cool. 

FORM: Short, squat and spherical 
shape. The olive tree rarely exceeds 
25–35 ft in height. The mature trunk is 
uniquely gnarled and twisted. With a 
dense and lush canopy.

LEAVES: Dark green top with a 
silvery underside. Leaves are oblong, 
measuring 1.5–4 inches long and 1.33 
inches wide.

FLOWERS: The flowers are often 
numerous and highly odoriferous. 
Small, white to cream-colored flowers 
are borne generally on the previous 
year’s wood. In Florida, flowers bloom 
in April and May. 

FRUIT: Olive fruit is a small drupe. High 
nutritional and culinary value.

USES: Ornamental tree, fruit, and oil 
production. Wood is hard and tough, 
but sought after by woodworking 
artisans for durability, color, and 
interesting grain patterns.

LITTLE KNOWN FACTS: The olive 
is among the oldest domesticated 
fruit trees for commercial production 
of fruit. The olive has a symbolic 
and spiritual importance in various 
cultures. The oil extracted from the 
edible fruit has uses in food, lamp 
oil, soaps & cosmetics, lubricants, 
and medicine. The Seal of the United 
States; designed in 1782, depicts an 
eagle clutching an olive branch and 
arrows in its talons, indicating the 
power of peace and war, respectively.
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POWER MEETS  
PRESERVATION
For more than 25 consecutive years, OUC—The Reliable One has earned the 
Arbor Day Foundation Tree Line USA© designation for its ongoing commitment 
to effective vegetation management within the communities it serves. This makes 
OUC the longest-running recipient of the award in the state of Florida.

Tree Line USA© is a national program that encourages utilities to adopt practices 
that protect and enhance urban forests. It promotes the dual goals of delivering 
reliable electricity while preserving community trees, allowing the power grid 
and urban forest to co-exist.

To achieve this recognition, OUC meets five rigorous standards for urban forest 
management, including quality tree care, employee training, tree planting 
sponsorships, public education, and participation in Arbor Day events.

Learn more at:  
OUC.com/Preservation
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UFI 2026 in Review
Submitted by John Snow

Call for Speakers
Submitted by the Communications Committee

Thank you to the speakers who 
volunteered their time & expertise to 
share their knowledge through the 
Urban Forestry Institute (UFI). Their 
willingness to teach and engage with 
various professions helps raise the bar 
in our industry.

Thank you to the 2026 sponsors for 
their support, including Chen Moore 
& Associates, Earth Advisors, Natural 
Resource Planning Services, and the 
Florida Forest Service. The commitment 
from sponsors help make events like 
the UFI possible.

Thank you to the many volunteers, 
committee members, Florida Urban 
Forestry Council (FUFC) Board 
members who dedicated time 
throughout the year to advance the 
FUFC mission. The UFI is the result of 
many hours behind the scenes. 

Thank you to the participants for 
investing time to the continued growth 
of urban forestry in Florida and beyond. 
The UFI has become one of the most 
important gathering of professionals 
& tree advocates who care about, 
and work with, the trees within our 
communities. Each year we come 
together to share ideas, research, and 

practical experiences that help us work 
better. 

Urban forestry is not a static 
profession. The challenges we face 
continue to evolve from extreme 
weather events, climate stress, 
development pressures, changing 
politics, and new technologies. The 
work of managing and protecting our 
urban forests has never been more 
complex, or more important. This is 
exactly why UFI matters.

Together, municipalities, state agencies, 
universities, and private industries 
shared insights on resilience, tree policy, 
nursery stock quality, urban forestry 
management strategies, and emerging 
technologies that are bringing change 
to our professions, to include AI tools, 
LiDAR integration, improved ordinance 
language, and new approaches to 
assessing tree risks and tree conditions.

The conversations are not simply 
academic. The ideas heard at the UFI 
help inform real decisions made by 
community planners, arborists, and 
policy makers across Florida. This lies 
directly with the mission of the FUFC 
– to promote the value, enhancement, 
and sound management of 

urban forestry through leadership, 
collaboration, guidance, and education. 

The goal is simple, making it easier for 
professionals and communities across 
Florida to access information needed 
to manage trees well. The strength of 
the FUFC is found in the professionals 
and tree advocates committed to 
learning, sharing, and improving how 
urban forestry is practiced across the 
state.

Thank you for the work you do and 
for being part of the FUFC community. 
Strong urban forests don’t happen 
by accident. They happen because 
industry professionals decide that 
urban forestry matters. 

- John Snow, FUFC Board President

The Florida Urban Forestry Council 
(FUFC) is seeking engaging, knowl-
edgeable, and dynamic speakers to 
contribute to our upcoming education-
al programming. For information and 
to be considered, visit https://fufc.org/
call-for-speakers/.

ufi agenda continues on page 12
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FUFC Quarterly 
Calendar
APRIL

•	Executive Board Meeting 
Date: April 8, 2026

•	FUFC Foundational Friday 
Webinar: 
Engaging Private Organizations 
and Individuals in Urban 
Greening 
Date: Friday, April 24th at 12PM

MAY

•	FUFC Committee Meetings Day 
Date: May 13, 2026 
(Check the FUFC calendar for 
specific times)

•	FUFC Foundational Friday 
Webinar: 
Is Your Tree Abuse the Same as 
Mine? Determining Whether an 
Abused Tree Shall be Restored 
or Removed. 
- presented by John Snow & 
John Harris 
Date: Friday, May 29th at 12PM

JUNE

•	Executive Board Meeting 
Date: June 10, 2026

•	FUFC Foundational Friday 
Webinar: 
Trees & the Law: Why Tree 
Replacement Values Differ by 
Municipality 
- presented by John Snow & 
John Harris 
Date: Friday, June 26 at 12PM

•	Content deadline for The 
Council Quarterly volume 3  
Date: June 15, 2026

The 2026 FUFC Urban Forestry Institute (UFI) virtual conference was held on 
March 12-13. The conference agenda included:

•	“Welcome & Awards Presentation” 
By Jamielyn Daugherty – UFI Chair

•	“Rooting for Resiliency – NYC’s Tree Planting Overview” 
By Nave Strauss – Director of Tree Planting NYC Parks

•	“The Importance of Stating Current Terminology in Tree Ordinance” 
By John Snow - Tree CheckUp, LLC and John Harris – Earth Advisors, Inc

•	“The Florida Forest Service & Communities; How We Can Help You” 
By Todd Little – FFS Urban Forestry Coordinator; Cathy Hardin – FFS County 
Forester; Clark Ryals – FFS County Forester; and Dana Sussman – FFS 
County Forester

•	“Addressing Increasing Heat & Flood Risks in Urban Forestry” 
By Jane Gilbert – Chief Heat Ambassador – Climate Resilience Cntr

•	“Beyond the Clipboard: Empowering Arborist with AL and LiDAR 
Integration” 
By Ian Hanou – PlanIT GEO

•	“Trees & The Law; Part 2 of Tree Risk Assessment and FS163.045 – Codes 
CAN be Enforced” 
By John Harris – Earth Advisors, Inc; and John Snow – Tree, CheckUp, LLC

•	“Tree Condition Rating Methodology” 
By John Snow – Tree CheckUp, LLC

•	“Urban Forestry Resilience for Climate in Goals, Programs, and Projects of 
Member Organizations” 
By FUFC Committee members

•	“PLT – Urban Forestry Focused Activities with Youth” 
By Emily Blum – FL Project Learning Tree

•	“From Planting Through Maturity: How Best Management Practices Can 
Impact the Success of Urban Trees” 
By Ryan Klien – University of FL

•	“Engaging Volunteers at Tree Planting Events” 
By Ralph Ariza – Executive Director – Citizens for a Better South Florida

•	“Outdoor Advertising (ODA) & The Florida Department of Transportation 
(FDOT)” 
By Darryl Richard – Landscape Architect, FDOT

•	“Assessing Risk Factors for hurricane – Induced Tree Failure in the Naples 
Urban Forest Using Advanced GIS and Machine Learning” 
By Coralie Paschal – Environmental Science in the Dept of Ecology & Env 
Studies (M.S. Student)

•	“Assessing Nursery Stock Quality and Early Tree Care of Live Oak in Florida” 
By Taylor Sherer – (M.S. Student) UF Arboriculture Lab

•	“With a Little Help From Our Friends” 
By Stephanie Cadaval – UF Urban Forestry Extension Council Coordinator

•	Q&A Sessions throughout

•	Adjourned 

UFI Conference Agenda

SAVE THE 

DATES!

Schedule
 comin

g soon
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Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT IN A DAY!

Multiple injection tips designed for all types of trees, conifers and palms

◆ No drilling damage
◆ No mixing at job sites
◆ No guarding or return trips
◆ No waiting for uptake
◆ Treats most trees in five minutes or less!
◆ Successful and most profitable add-on service

AVAILABLE AT:

ArborSystems.com

Use Pointer Insecticide
for systemic control.

Whiteflies

239-657-8374 • www.winfieldpro.com

FUFC is thrilled to announce the 2026 Urban Forestry Summit, July 30-31, 2026. 
This dynamic event brings together professionals, advocates, and enthusiasts 

dedicated to the health and vitality of Florida’s urban forests.

July 30-31, 2026
Hilton University of Florida Conference Center

Gainesville, FL

URBAN FORESTRYSAVE THE 

DATES!

Schedule
 comin

g soon
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CORPORATE

A Budget Tree Service Tree Care
	 Carolyn Nelson

All About Trees Tree Service
	 Pete Capoccia

Earth Advisors, Inc.	
	 John Harris

Membership
JOIN US
Our members are the lifelines of 
our mission. Thank you for your 
continued support.

New and renewed members through 
March 2026. Please let us know if we 
fail to mention your name or have it 
displayed incorrectly.

NRPS - Legacy Arborist Services	
	 John Holzaepfel
	 Greg Barton
	 Caitlyn Cherro
	 Scott Crosby
	 Eric Hoyer
	 Charlie Marcus
	 Stan Rosenthal
	 Kyrstee Van Den Bosch

GOVERNMENT/NON-PROFIT

City of Cape Coral	
	 Omar Leon
	 Keithon Patterson
	 Dustin Davidson
	 Paul Rees
	 Honey Phillips

City of DeLand
	 Kim Grebosz
	 Mariellen Calabro
	 Stepfanie Cooper
	 Laureen Kornel

City of Mount Dora	
	 Mark Miller
	 Robert Austin
	 Mark DeCosta
	 Steve Langley
	 Vince Sandersfeld

City of Tampa - Forestry	
	 Eric Muecke
	 Luis Alcantara
	 Miriam Brown
	 Toby Loveall
	 Sherri Mullins
	 Jorge Ysusi

City of Tampa Natural 
Resources Group 1
	 Brian Konx
	 Henry Perez
	 Joseph Cermak
	 Michael Lousias
	 Mary Danielewicz-Bryson
	 Dana Hall

City of Tampa Natural 
Resources Group 2
	 Sarah Arnold
	 Dan Graham
	 Erin Maehr
	 Steven Eyster
	 James Stephens
	 Dana Hall
	 Brian Knox
	 Dylan Bacon

Community Greening	
	 Kenneth Williams
	 Adriene Tynes
	 Josh Weiner
	 Mark Cassini
	 Max Haughey
	 Ford Derastel

JEA
	 Joe Anderson
	 Joe Pazzalia
	 Scott Souder
	 Sam Dunbar
	 Slice Demby
	 Greg Preston

Pinellas County - 
Development Review 
Services, Environmental	
	 Staci Tippins

Pinellas County Urban 
Forestry
	 Drew McLean

Seminole County Parks 
& Recreation
	 Jeromy Mynes
	 William Abbott
	 Sarah Hartung
	 Kaydie McCormick
	 William Pandos 

PROFESSIONAL

Aida Curtis
Alexis Wells
Andrew Malmquist
Bob Schankweiler
Brian Dick
Brian Smith
Brian Voelker
Buck Pittman
Carlson Cox
Casey Lee
Casey Lee
Celia Nichols
Chad Bates
Charles Carr
Charles Walker
Christina Stocking
Chuck Lippi
David Neville
Dean Hay
Donald Spence
Doug Durling
Edward perry 
Tollman
Eric Muecke
Greg Geissinger
Jeffrey Boen
Jennifer Hitchcock
Jeremy Hinkle
Jeremy Wilhelm
Jerry Upcavage
Jessica Dalisma
Joe Samnik
John Cross
John Durden
John Giedraitis
John Rohan
Jordan Upcavage

Jordon Munizzi
Joseph Brinson
Joseph Ferris
Ken Miller
Kevin Hunt
Larsen McBride
Laura Tooley
Lucinda Utter
Maria Furey
Mark Hughes
Mark Lange
Mark Miller
Mark Williams
Maureen Phillips
Mike Woodward
Mona Neville
Nicole Kresse
Omayra Guedes
Oona Johnsen
Patricia Hoot
Patricia Hoot
Phillip Howell
Phillip Smith
Roger Boen
Roger Burda
Ruth Hamberg
Scott Crosby
Shannon Brewer
Sherie Burch
Stephanie Cadaval
Stephen Davis
Suzanne Newman
Tim Snedaker
William Fowler
William Lester
Yair Goldberg
Yista Urbina 

TREE ADVOCATE

Carla Wells
Carol Delehanty
Cathy Harrelson
David Wing
Dennis Haddix
Derric Tay
George N Ackerson
Ingrid McClellan
Jack Messina
Jamielyn Daugherty
Jan Bel Jan
John Foltz
Laura Ureta
Marguerite Beckford
Teresa Myhre

STUDENT

Keri Smith
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Become a Member!
Membership roots you into the FUFC mission to promote 

the value, enhancement, and sound management of urban 
forests through leadership, collaboration, guidance, and 

education. Your membership unites your voice to hundreds 
of others working together for a tree-filled future for Florida.

•••••••••••

•••••••••••
Scan the QR code to join  

or go to fufc.org/membership/

MEMBERSHIP CATEGORIES:

Professional - $150.00 Annually
	� Professional membership is open to anyone 

actively working in the profession of Urban 
Forestry or a related professional field. The 
Professional level is intended for those interested 
in advancing their careers, along with their 
professional and personal knowledge in Florida’s 
urban forest industry.

Tree Advocate/Individual - $50.00 
Annually
	� Tree Advocate membership is for non-professional 

volunteers who demonstrate a vested interest or 
contribution to urban forestry programs, initiatives, 
or organizations. These often include volunteers 
who are members of a tree board, local civic 
groups, or other Urban Forestry volunteer groups, 
or interested citizens.

Corporate - $750.00 Annually
	� Corporate membership is for those individuals, 

groups, or other agencies expressing a desire for 
a strong supportive role in the FUFC. Membership 
will be granted for up to five (5) individuals of an 
organization, business, or enterprise. Corporate 
membership provides continuing education, 
marketing, and promotional opportunities that the 
FUFC provides.

Government/Non-Profit Agency - 
$600.00 Annually 
	� Government/Non-profit Agency membership is 

for those individuals, groups, organizations, or 
other entities actively working in the profession of 
Urban Forestry or related profession occupation. 
Membership level includes up to five (5) individuals 
with the agency. 

Utility Partner - $750.00 Annually
	� Utility Partner membership is for utility providers 

with a vested interest in the support and 
advancement of utility arboriculture inside urban 
forestry. Utility Partner membership provides 
continuing education, marketing, promotional, 
and  “Tree Line USA” requirement opportunities 
provided by the FUFC.

Student - $25.00 Annually
	� Student membership is an investment into a future 

in urban forestry. Student membership is granted 
to anyone who is actively enrolled as a full-time 
student and who is considering pursuing a career 
in Urban Forestry. 

FUFC Past Presidents
Darryl Richard...........................................................(2024) 
Carolyn Cheatham-Rhodes........................... (2023)
Erin Givens .................................................................. (2022) 
Joe Anderson................................................ (2020-2021)
John Harris....................................................... (2018-2019)
Linda Seufert..................................................(2016-2017)
Justin Freedman...................................................... (2015)
Ken Lacasse.................................................................(2014)
Elizabeth Harkey...................................................... (2013)
Mary Lou Hildreth.................................................... (2012)
Jerry Renick................................................................... (2011)
John Holzaepfel........................................................(2010)
Earline Luhrman...................................... (2008-2009)
Celeste White.............................................. (2006-2007)
Mike Robinson............................................ (2004-2005)
Mike Greenstein......................................... (2002-2003)
Howard Jeffries.........................................................(2001)
Anna Dooley.............................................................. (2000)
Julie Iooss.......................................................................(1999)
Mike Conner.................................................................(1998)
John Tamsberg............................................. (1996-1997)
Norm Easey.................................................................. (1995)
Jeffrey Siegel...............................................................(1994)
Andy Kittsley............................................................... (1993)
Bill Reese........................................................................ (1992)
Ed Gilman....................................................................... (1991)
Steve Graham.............................................................(1990)

FUFC Membership, continued from page 18

HONORARY

Andy Kittsley
Anna Dooley
Bill Reese
Celeste White
Darryl Richard
Earline Luhrman
Ed Gilman
Elizabeth Harkay
Erin Givens

Howard Jeffries
Jerry Renick
Joe Anderson
John Harris
John Holzaepfel
John Snow
John Tamsberg
Julie Iooss
Justin Freedman

Ken Lacasse
Linda Seufert
Mary Lou Hildreth
Michael Greenstein
Mike Conner
Mike Robinson
Norm Easey
Steve Graham
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FLORIDA URBAN FORESTRY COUNCIL
200 2ND AVE. SOUTH #130

ST. PETERSBURG, FL 33701-4313

For more information, please contact the 
Florida Urban Forestry Council:
	 E-Mail: info@fufc.org
	 Website: www.fufc.org
	 Phone: (727) 475-5900
	 Fax: (727) 565-2981

2026 FUFC Executive Committee Members
OFFICERS:

John Snow 
President
Executive Officer/
Advisory
Appointed Position
Tree Check Up, LLC 

Mark Williams 
President Elect
Executive Officer/
Advisory
Treemendous 
Consulting Group®, 
South Florida

John Rohan
Vice President 
Executive Officer/
Advisory Appointed 
Position
Davey Resource Group 
(Fort Myers) 

Shannon Brewer
Secretary
Elected Position/
Member-at-Large
Tree Check Up, LLC

Jeromy Mynes
Treasurer
Executive Officer/
Appointed Position
Florida Recreation & 
Parks Association
(FRPA)

Darryl Richard 
Immediate Past 
President 
Executive Officer/
Advisory
FDOT Landscape 
Architect

OMAR LEON, Municipal Forester 
Elected Position
Cape Coral

LARSEN MCBRIDE, Senior Arborist, 
Resource Environmental Solutions
Appointed Position
Gainesville

ERIC MUECKE, Urban Forestry 
Manager
Appointed Position, Advisory
City of Tampa

HEATHER SHEILDS, Appointed 
Position, Florida ISA
City of Naples

BRIAN VOELKER, Senior Scientist, 
Chen Moore & Associates
Elected Position
Fort Lauderdale

JOSH WEINER, Community Greening
Tree Advocate, Elected Position
Boca Raton

TODD LITTLE, Urban Forest 
Coordinator
Liaison – Florida Forest Service
Tallahassee

MATT KENNARD
Liaison – Florida Forest Service

FUFC ACCOUNT  
Executive Director
Courtney Fegter
Advanced Association Management

WEB & GRAPHIC DESIGN
Sinclair Design Studio

Request for Articles
Please let us know what urban 
forestry projects you have going on in 
your neck of the woods.  The Florida 
Urban Forestry Council would greatly 
appreciate the opportunity to share 
your information in our newsletter.  

Articles can include:
	 n	� New trends in 

the industry
	 n	� News about tree 

advocacy groups
	 n	� Volunteer projects
	 n	� City tree programs
	 n	� Letters to the Editor
	 n	� Questions for “Stump the Forester”

We look forward to hearing from you on these or any other interesting topics 
related to the urban forestry industry and profession. Please send articles or 
ideas to Joe Anderson, FUFC newsletter editor, at andejs@jea.com.

Thanks for contributing!

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

WILLIAM ABBOTT, Advisory Position 
Siminole County Parks & Recreation

JEN AHEARN-KOCH, Appointed 
Position, Advisory, 
Florida League of Cities 
Tallahassee

JOE ANDERSON, JEA Utility Forester
Elected Position
Advisory
Jacksonville

EMILY BLUM, FL PLT
Advisory, Appointed Position  
Member at Large
Gainesville

JAMIELYN DAUGHARTY, Cooperative 
Extension Service
Appointed Position
Advisory
UF/IFAS Lake County Extension

BRIAN DICK, ASLA/FL Chapter 
Appointed Position
Retired

NICK FANELLI, Utility Arborist, 
Duke Energy
Elected Position, Advisory

LISA GRUBBA, Advisory Position, 
Retired - Exec. Dir. Greenscape of 
Jacksonville

JOHN HARRIS, Earth Advisors, Inc, 
FNGLA
Appointed Position
South Florida

DEAN HAY, Urban Forester 
Appointed Position, Advisory
St. Petersburg

mailto:andejs%40jea.com

